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S NERA g Agenda for board meeting October 20t and 21st

S ANEINAY = 2025 at VIA University College in Aarhus, Denmark
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Participants - Board

Solveig Cornér (Finland), Riika Sirkko (Finland), Dion Riisselbaek (Denmark), Thomas Iskov
(Denmark), Hege Knudsmoden (Norway), Gry Paulgaard (Norway), Michael Dal (Iceland),
Anette Olin Almqvist (Sweden), Joacim Andersson (Sweden), Simona Bernotaite (treasurer)
Editor: Herner Saeverot (Norway)

Monday, October 20th, 2025
Room: BEZ2.01, VIA University College (Ceresbyen 24, Aarhus C).

Kl. 12.00 - 12.45
1. Lunch

Kl.12.45 - 13.15
2. Opening and presentation of board members.

3. Election of secretary
Dion Riisselbaek Hansen was elected as secretary of the meeting.

4. Election of two controllers
Michael Dal and Solveig Cornér were elected as controllers.

5. Acceptance of agenda for the meeting
The agenda was accepted.

6. Minutes from the Board meeting March 4th, 2025.
The minutes were accepted.

Kl 13.15 - 14.15
7. Network issues

a. Status
This year many networks have changed conveners. This has resulted in a need to
constantly updating the website.

b. Network reports and pre-conference reports 2025
All networks except Network 1 have submitted a report.
The board reaffirmed the policy that each network is limited to have a maximum of
three convenors, as stated in the NERA policy paper (chapter 2.1.9 in the policy
paper).
A digital convenor meeting is scheduled to be held January 22 from 13:00-14:00.




C.

Applications for network support 2026

Ten networks have this year applied for support for network activities amounting to
a total of NOK 176.661,-. The amount applied for varies between NOK 3.000,- and
38.960,-.

In the budget for 2025 NOK 100.000,- is allocated to network activities.

The applications were discussed individually.

Here below is an overview of how it was decided to distribute this year’s support for
network activities. The figures in the brackets are the amount applied for.

NW 2 (NOK 20,000) - Approved

NW 3 (NOK 17,400) - Reduced to NOK 12,400
NW 10 (NOK 7,600) - Approved

NW 12 (NOK 22,441) - Reduced to NOK 12,900
NW 14 (NOK 18,600) - Rejected due to a lack of information and not fulfilling

application standards

NW 16 (NOK 14,400) - Approved

NW 20 (NOK 38,960) - Reduced to NOK 18,900
NW 22 (NOK 27,000) - Reduced to NOK 10,800
NW 24 (NOK 3,000) - Approved

NW 25 (NOK 7,250) - Approved

A total of 107,250 NOK will be allocated to network activities.

Other network issues
No other issues were discussed.

Kl. 14.15 - 14.45
8. Economy

a.

b.

Half year balance 2025
Simona presented the budget and the specific costs. Incoming half year balance for

2025 is NOK 1.925.215,16. The budget for the first half of the year was planned to be
2.029.892,-. One can therefore conclude that the costs almost equal the planned
budget.

Half year account 2025
No comments were made about the half-year account.

Kl. 14.45 - 15.00

Coffee break

Kl. 15.00 - 16.00
9. NERA 2026: meeting with the organizing committee at VIA University College

a.

b.

The organizing committee presents considerations and issues about the
conference for the board

The organizing committee presented conference considerations and issues for the
board. In general, the organizing committee has been working wel,l and it has
succeeded to abide all the deadlines.

Overview and status
The organising committee was introduced. The programme was presented by Ane.




The organizing committee informed that a meeting for network conveners has been
scheduled for Wednesday during lunch March 4 from 12:30 — 13:30. Gry noted that
one hour is needed for the meeting and it would be very helpful if lunch was served
in the room so participants will be able to join the meeting immediately without
queuing for food before the meeting. 35 people are expected to participate in the
convener meeting. It was decided that an email will be sent to the network
conveners to gather information about how many convenors will attend the lunch
meeting at the conference 2026.

Registrations for pre-conferences will open Tuesday, March 3.

The organizing committee presented the keynotes: Harmut Rosa. The University of
Jena and Max-Weber-Kolleg Erfurt, Solveig dstrem, OsloMet, and Manja Klemencic,
University of Ljublijana.

A reception will be held at AROS on Wednesday, March 5, 2026. The event starts at
6:00 PM. Guests will have access to the museum’s exhibitions.

The organizing committee presented sidetracks (workshops). These sidetracks will
reflect the conference theme “Courage and Agency in Education for the Present”.
The board and the organizing committee agreed on that the sidetracks are a very
good idea and further discussed how to present the sidetracks to NERA participants.
Facilities at VIA University College were presented.

The budget is based on an expected minimum of 700 participants. Abstracts will be
submitted through the Oxford Abstracts System. The deadline for submitting an
abstract is November 34 2026, but will probably be extended. Each participant can
be the first author/presenter on only one paper or poster but may co-author
multiple submissions. Abstracts will be distributed to the corresponding convenors
in the networks.

Expressions of interest
The board and the organizing committee discussed how to attract publishers to
attend the conference, including both international and Danish publishers.

Kl. 16.00 - 17.00
10. Nordic Studies in Education, Editorial Board Meeting

a.

Issues and plans for 2026
Herner informed the board about the plans for 2026 (including the special issue

from Michael Dal and Pdl Anders Opland). The editor emphasises on being careful
not to publish too many papers due to page limits, 4 or 5 papers per journal issue.

A proposal has been submitted for a special issue in 2027 titled “Disciplinary
literacies in linguistically diverse educational contexts”. Herner will send a respond
to the applicants, emphasizing that we need a more focused perspective e.g. what is
their aim to contribute to the journal, what educational conversation do they want
to engage in etc. The applicants also need to narrow the proposal and make it more
specific.

The 6th Annual Nordic Educational Conversations

The title of the 6th Annual Nordic Educational Conversations is: Reclaiming
education as a critical, reflecting and liberating praxis of renewal. An introduction
on the subject will be made by Birgit Schaffar-Kronqvist. The conversation will take
place Thursday, October 23, 2:00 - 4:00 PM. Herner Szverot, Michael Dal and Anette




Olin Almqvist have done a good job organizing the annual conversation in
cooperation with Birgit Schaffar-Kronqvist from the University of Helsinki.

In the future a more well-defined process for the conversations may be needed.
The responsibility for organizing these events must rest on more people and so not
not only Herner, Anette and Michael are responsible for the event.

Simona furthermore suggested that the website should include more information
about upcoming events.

Book series for Bloomsbury — where are we? Submission proposals (including

both the series and its debut volume), forthcoming books, and the anticipated
launch date of the series.

Herner had drafted a proposal for an application for a book series at the publishing
company, Bloomsbury. Birgit Schaffar-Kronqvist has been invited to be author and
editor for the first book in the series. She has already submitted an abstract for the
book. Birgit has furthermore requested support for paying an open access fee. The
board will discuss the matter in December 2025, along with other matters
concerning the contract.

Herner had made a tentative title for the book series. The board discussed the
proposal and agreed that it is important to include the term “Nordic” in the title of
the series. It was agreed to reflect further on the full title, and the board members
were asked to bring suggestions to the next meeting December 8, 2025, 10.00 AM
(CET). Herner will send out an invitation with a Zoom-Iink.

The Ahlstrom Award. What progress has the group made so far, and what
remains to be done?

It was decided that the a panel of adjudicators consisting of Solveig Cornér, Hege
Knudsmoen , Dion Riisselbaek Hansen, and Herner Saeverot should read all
contributions to the NERA journal in 2023 and 2024 in order to identify three
articles that could be worthy recieving the Ahlstrém Award. The award winning
paper will finally be chosen from these three articles.

Group report on how to involve the board more in the review process.
The board members are part of the editorial board and are expected to assist with
the reviews and recommend other reviewers who can help with this task.

What constitutes a Nordic perspective? The group outlines its viewpoints on the
issue.

The board discussed what constitutes a Nordic perspective. Several points
were mentioned. The board agreed that when it comes to the journal, it
should maintain openness to papers that broadly are relevant for Nordic
educational thinking, theorizing, and practices

Bloomsbury would like to host a workshop at the NERA conference. What are the
board’s thoughts on this?

The board agreed to inviting a representative / an expert from Bloomsbury to
participate in the NERA conference 2026. Bloomsbury will cover all the expenses
and organize a workshop at the 2026 NERA conference. The workshop will be
offered by an expert from Bloomsbury on Thursday, March 4, 2025, with a




maximum of 30 participants. It was decided that Thomas Iskov and Herner Saeverot
contact Bloomsbury for further details.

Other issues
No further issues were discussed.

Tuesday, October 21542025
Room: B2.15, VIA University College (Ceresbyen 24, Aarhus C).

KI. 8.30 -9.00

11) NERA Conferences

a.

Denmark 2026
As it appeared in the presentation from the organizing committee at VIA everything
concerning the conference seems to be on time.

Norway 2027
Gry Paulgaard presented the Arctic University of Norway as the host of the NERA

conference in 2027. The theme of the conference will be “Navigating Change, risk
and Resilience in Uncertain Times”. Keynote speakers: 1) Michalios Zembylas,2)
Vanessa Anddreotti, and 3) Jon Hdkon Schultz. The conference dates are March 10t -
13, 2027, which means that board will have a meeting March 9t, 2027.

Sweden 2028
Mdlardalens universitet will host the conference in 2028.

Iceland 2029
Michael Dal will provide more information at the next boarding meeting.

Finland 2030
Riikka Sirkko will with assistance from Solveig Cornér explore potential
venues in Finland.

Kl1.9.00 - 10.00
12) NERA portfolio for the coming terms

a.

Changes in the board. Who will step down and when?
Michael Dal and Gry Paulgaard will step down after the 2027 conference in Tromsg.

Solveig will step down in 202. The board decided that when a board member steps
down, they are offered one conference fee and on year’s membership.

How to organize /who will take over different assignments (network convenor,
internationalization, secretary, web site).

The board discussed who the new network coordinators should be when Gry
Paulgaard steps down after the NERA conference in Tromsg. It was decided that
Joachim Anerson and Riika Sirkko will take over as network coordinators in March
2026.

The board discussed a new model for international collaboration. At least three
board members should share responsibility for international tasks. The collaboration
must have a clear purpose that benefits both the NERA networks and NERA members.




Regarding SERA and ESAI, Michael Dal will follow up to confirm, whether they will
attend the NERA conference in March 2026, and whether they wish to continue the
collaboration

Solveig will assume the role of secretary.

Group report and discussion on a fond to support organizing universities
Instead of establishing a fund, the board decided to maintain a dialogue with hosting

universities to reduce their financial contribution if unexpected circumstances arise.

About legal support for NERA
It was decided to consult legal experts to review NERA'’s policy papers and contracts.
Annette plans to use the legal services available at her university.

Kl. 10.00 - 10.20
Coffee break

KI. 10.20-10.40
13. Website issues
The board discussed future website updates and responsibilities. It is important that
multiple people can access and update the website. The board agreed on the need for
external support from Expediten.

Kl. 10.40 - 11.15
14. International collaborations

a.

EERA

NERA is represented in the EERA Council by Michael Dal.

Main topics in the EERA council meetings are: Decisions on ECER conference locations.
Open access discussions. Policy development.

The council has four council meetings annually: two in-person and two online.

SERA & ESAI

Michaell attended the ESAI conference 2025. The goal is to establish
institutionalised collaboration and make research collaboration more
accessible between the organisations and their members. Efforts are being
made to encourage closer collaboration between networks in each
organisation.

AERA

Michael updated the board about the collaboration between NERA and AERA. Each
year NERA is invited to have a symposium slot at the annual AERA conference.
Therefore, those networks in NERA that have sent in their annual network report to
the NERA board, can submit a proposal for this symposium. The board selects one
symposium to represent NERA. This year a proposal from network 4 was selected
“Past, present and future of the Nordic education model: historical, spatial and hybrid
ethnography perspectives”. A call about having a symposium slot at the AERA in 2027
will be distributed to the networks in April 2026 after the NERA conference in Aarhus.

KI.11.15-11.30

15. Next meeting
The next meeting will be held March 24 2026 from 9 AM to 5 PM at VIA University College.



Also, it was tentatively decided that a meeting will be held September 23 and 24t 2026 in
Tromsg.

Kl. 12.00
16. Closing of the meeting

Secretary: Dion Riisselbak Hansen
Disn fiisasback Hanaen

Controllers:

P mi C\MX Bu\

Solveig Conér
Michael Dal



