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Participants - Board

Solveig Cornér (Finland), Riika Sirkko (Finland), Dion Riisselbaek (Denmark), Thomas Iskov
(Denmark), Hege Knudsmoden (Norway), Gry Paulgaard (Norway), Michael Dal (Iceland),
Anette Olin Almqvist (Sweden), Joacim Andersson (Sweden), Simon Bernotaite (treasurer)
Editor: Herner Szeverot (Norway)

Thursday, October 314, 2024
Room: 2070, Main building, Helsinki University, Fabiansgatan 33

1. Opening and presentation of board members.
Michael opened the meeting. Since three members participated for the first time (Riika, Dion and
Thomas), there was a more extensive round of presentations made.

2. Election of secretary
Anette was unanimously elected. Previously Christian has been writing the minutes every time, but
noone in the board wanted that task for the moment. Instead it was decided that the writing will be
forwarded in a round so that everyone will be writing. Next meeting Dion volonteered to take it on.

3. Election of two controllers:
Solveig and Hege were unanimously elected.

4. Acceptance of agenda for the meeting
The agenda was accepted.

5. Minutes from the Board meeting March 5t, 2024.
The minutes were accepted.

6. Networkissues (Gry)

a. Status Appendix 2

b. Network reports Appendix 3
All but one network has handed in their network reports which is a very good sign that the work in
the networks and by the convenors are taken seriously. The board concluded that the work in the
networks are the cornerstone of the conference and the whole organisation.

c. Pre-conferences 2024 /reports. Appendix 4
Seven applications were handed in. The board went through them and discussed in relation to the
policy for pre-conferences (see homepage). Lunches, dinners, gifts and too much content (there is
only rooms for maximum one day pre-conference) was not approved. When this was taken out the
application costs landed on 113 000 NOK, which is a little more than budget. However, this was
approved by the board. Michael will contact the network convenors to explain the decision made
for every application.

d. Applications for network support 2024-25 - Appendix 5

A network has applied to have five convenors (one from each Nordic country). This is not possible
according to the NERA policy document since conveners get a refund of the NERA membership fee


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mwu765pa2985doe0ncs4l/App_2_Minutes_convener_meeting_2024.pdf?rlkey=1mmfba55o9aaa09xxm7nuby3k&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/x8shnc2vawkdp48nsm6p3/Network_reports_2024.pdf?rlkey=dki9w5kzduiffeptviw47rwac&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/v6ch19bt6gegotrt4l7fs/App_3_Reports_preconferences_2024.pdf?rlkey=zqjm7hu1lyztmt5imngp8b0vu&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8lrnfv1cmltftes4ica03/App_4_NERA_application_pre-conf_2025.pdf?rlkey=via4utrcthwiayg68c8fjq01i&dl=0

depending on how many presentations are sent in. A maximum of three convenors is therefore
decided, since that is sustainable economically. However, the networks may organize their work in
whatever way they like. In relation to the board, it is only important to know who to correspond
with and who to refund. The question will be raised and discussed further at the convenors meeting
in Helsinki.

7. Economy (Simona Bernotaite).

a. Halfyear balance 2024 Appendix 6
Simona presented the balance and the accounts for 2023 (half year balance). There was a
discussion about the fact that accumulation of money that is still increasing. A discussion will be
taken up later (below) about decreasing the membership fee. Convenors have asked to be funded
for travels since they do only get support for one conference a year from their universities. We
discussed to support each convenor with 1000 NOK, but a decision was not made. Another
suggestion was that we from the board sends an invitation letter to show how important they are
for the conference.

b. Half year account 2024 Appendix 7
The half-year balance was approved.

Kl. 15.00 - 15.30
8. Changing of the membership fee
The board discussed to lower the membership fees since the economy is now stable. The fees are
today:
Student and emeritus membership : 569 NOK
Private membership: 875 NOK

The board will make the following suggestion to the general assembly:
Students (e.g. master students and PhD candidates) 500 NOK
Privat membership 800 NOK

Kl. 15.30 - 16.30
9. NERA 2025: meeting the conference conveners at Helsinki University.
a. Conveners present conference and issues to board
b. Overview and status
c. Expressions of interest
Helsinki organizing committee presented the status of the conference planning. There was a
discussion about the difficulties related to size of the conference and not knowing how many will
attend. However, overall, everything seems to be in order and well planned.

Kl. 16.30 - 17.30
10. Nordic Studies in Education, Editorial Board Meeting

a. Some ethical dilemmas, challenges and happy moments that occur during a
regular workday as an editor
Issue 3 & issue 4 (special issue on Education and Degrowth) and plans for 2025

c. The 5th Annual Nordic Educational Conversation (On John B. Krejsler’s newly
edited volume at Routledge, which originated from the conversation. Who wants
to be responsible for the 5th conversation? What should be the topic? Which day?
Special issue? Edited volume?)

Discussion about possible topics were held but no decision was made at the meeting. Herner and
Michael will decide the upcoming weeks.

d. Book series for Bloomsbury (Anette, Herner and Michaelprovide information on
this)


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h891j6ic95r4e9yricjai/App_6_Half_year_balance_2024.pdf?rlkey=6xaqjkv9siy782mhwj0bwbkcy&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/p9leap2i630ozmstoqjma/App_7_Half_year_account_2024.pdf?rlkey=uy6zjwtykiywvdd9kqhzan52x&dl=0

e. Should we link the conversation to the book series?

Herner, Michael and Anette told about a meeting with the editor for the Bloomsbury book series
who have approached us. The board was hesitant interested and there were several issues to
consider. For example, it seems hard to deliver a book per year. It would be more realistic to open
up the possibility to publish a book for networks and research groups. We can inform people in the
networks and NERA as a whole. Networks, or researchers at the annual conversations can take on a
responsible if they want to. We decided not to make a quick decisison but to start a process of
discussing this offer with our colleguages, we need more time. Herner will come to the network
meeting and talk to the convenors. After the conference we will know more, which will be the
message to the editor at this stage.

f.  The annual meeting with Cappelen Damm (Anette, Herner and Michael)

The board discussed that many manuscripts get refused since there is not space for many articles in
the journal. Should we pay for more pages? It is expensive, which means it will be much money for
just one more article. However, to be able to make an informed decision we need to know the exact
costs. Herner will present that at the next meeting.

g.  Why does no one want to be a reviewer anymore, and what can be done about it?

One suggestion was to ask for suggestions from the researchers who say no. Also, the board
members encouraged Herner to ask them about suggested researchers to ask. Together we have a
bit network of also more junior colleagues to ask.

h. Otherissues

Someone asked if Al is a problem. However, there is a system at Cappelen for taking care of the
drafts.

Friday, October 4th,2024
Room: 2070, Main building, Helsinki University, Fabiansgatan 33

K1.9.00 - 10.00
11. NERA Conferences
a. Finland 2025 (Solveig & Riika)
b. Denmark 2026 (Thomas & Dion) - Appendix 8
c¢. Norway 2027 (Gry & Hege)
Gry will discuss the possibility for The Arctic University of Norway to organize the conference in
Tromso. Otherwise other suggestions discussed were Stavanger, Agder and Bodo.
d. Sweden 2028
Anette will check if Mélardalens university is interested in organizing the conference. Otherwise,
Joacim and Anette will come up with other suggestions.

KI. 10.00 - 10.30
12. NERA portfolio for the coming terms (Michael and Anette)
Michael has during the year regulary sent out digital newsletters to all NERA members to inform
about different actvities connected to NERA. The board think it seems to work well and that it is a
good balance.
Cappelen meeting is usually happening in January
Annual conversation will happen in November
E-mail with dates for the first call will be sent out soon from Michael
Spring:


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0xo7lgttcjrfmxhbq8qz1/App_8_agreement_Via_NERA_2026.pdf?rlkey=wiy85exkxjbz6t792vopcge7e&dl=0

Conference and board meeting
ECER in September

a. Changes in the board
Michael will step down as president in Helsinki but stay in the board for another year and keep on
working with the international issues. Anette will take over as president.
On the next meeting we will discuss a new vice president from Norway (Hege and Gry will start
thinking about a new member taking over after Gry, who will step down in a couple of years).

Kl. 10.30 - 11.00

13. Website issues (Michael and Anette)
We need a better picture for the website. If someone takes a good photo at the conference it can be
used.

KI. 11.00 - 11.45

14. International collaborations (Michael &Gry)
EERA (Michael)
SERA & ESAI (Gry & Michael)
AERA (Michael) - Appendix 9
Proposal for the AERA conference -
Other issues?
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EERA - Michael was supposed to go but got ill so he did not attend. From the minutes he reports
that there was a discussion about involving more countries. Making the conference more visible in
countries where there are conflicts.

SERA - Michel is waiting for the president to be in touch. There is not the same interest as before
when it comes to collaboration.

SERA & ESAI & NERA - conversation will be held in October

ESAI - conference in April, SERA in November

30 000 NOK for EERA 2024 is not used and can therefore be used for SERA in November. Michael
will try again to get in contact with the president and if he succeeds, he will send out a mail if there
is anyone else in the board who wants to join for that conference.

To be able to send someone from the board to ESAI or SERA we decided to add 30 000 NOK for
2025 in the budget.

Michael told about his experiences from the NERA symposium at AERA in Philadelphia.

We discussed who we are collaborating with now and why (EERA, SERA, ESAI). We decided that we
need a deeper discussion about who we want to collaborate with in the future. We need to discuss
how, why and about what (strengthening the Nordic dimension). The Baltic countries, ESAI and
SERA have been relevant because of their Nordic dimension. But there are also ideas about deeper
collaboration with the British Educational Research Association (BERA) for example. Other
possibilities were raised.

15. Next meeting
Next meeting will be hold in Helsinki the 4th of March 2025.

16. Closing of the meeting.


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xfoffyhvqe5nhglcv1job/App_9_AERA2025_NERA-slot.pdf?rlkey=r3h8qcrcioeswkowl6wlazqzm&dl=0
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