NERA Board meeting 2022-05-31 (9 am to 6 pm)
Minutes

Board members:

Monica Londen (Finland), Piia af Ursin (Finland), John Benedicto Krejsler (Denmark), Chris-
tian Ydesen (Denmark), Ketil Knutsen (Norway), Gry Paulgaard (Norway), Michael Dal (Ice-
land), Anette Olin (Sweden), Eva Hultin (Sweden), Maike Luimes (treasurer)

Editor: Herner Saeverot (Norway)

1. Opening

John opened the meeting and informed the SERA representatives will arrive at 17:00.

2. Election of secretary

Christian was unanimously elected.

3. Election of two controllers

Piia and Anette were unanimously elected

4. Acceptance of agenda for the meeting

The agenda was accepted.

5. Minutes from the Board meeting November 2, 2021.

The minutes were accepted.

6. Economy (Maike Luimes).

a. Balance 2022

Maike presented the balance and the accounts for 2021. Incoming balance was 228,417
NOK and the outgoing balance was 350,107 NOK. The income from the Denmark confer-
ence in 2021 has not been transferred yet. NOP support has been paid directly to Cappeln
meaning that the NERA transfer to Cappeln for the publication of NSE was only 166,811
(normally it is 305,000).

The balance was approved, and the board notes a very positive development in the mem-
bership fee which is now at 483,623. The balance at the Ahlstrém award account is cur-
rently 24,0009.



b. Budget proposal for 2022-23

Maike presented the budget proposal. The expected ingoing balance is 350,107 NOK.
There are currently 804 NERA members, and the number is increasing. The budget for par-
ticipation in EERA meetings was increased from 10,000 to 25,000. The expected outgoing
balance is 478,941 NOK, but it will probably be higher. The board approved the budget.

c. Change of treasurer: Simona Bernotaite, PhD-student, Department of Education, Oslo
University (has formally confirmed interest in candidacy)

The board thanked Maike for the effort, dedication, and commitment over the years. The
next treasurer will be formally presented and appointed at the general assembly.

7. NERA’s economy: status and ideas for the future (John, Michael & Maike):

Although the economic situation of NERA has been much improved, the association is still
depending heavily on an annual conference. It creates a vulnerability in uncertain times.
There was a discussion about how to find a balance in terms of income (member fees, con-
ference participation fees as well as size and length of conference) that will create a buffer
to ensure the association’s survival while on the other hand not accumulating too much
money. One year without a conference would require a buffer of some 550,000 NOK.

The discussion relates to the issues about how we make sure that NERA remains an at-
tractive choice for colleagues who may only have funding for 1-2 conferences per year and
how the network participants find the NERA umbrella a meaningful and rewarding com-
munity (relates to the possibilities for financial support for networks (do byelaws need to
be changed?), special initiatives for early career scholars, the level of administrative sup-
port (also in terms of IT solutions), and the website.

It was decided to establish a working group which will investigate these matters from a
strategic perspective. Deadline for a first proposal is the next board meeting. Members
are Michael, Anette, Gry, Monica, and Christian.

In the short-term (one-year) perspective, the following measures were decided:

e To keep the same level of membership fees for another year and then decide once
the patterns have become clearer.

e To explore the possibilities for getting professional website support.
e Toincrease support for network activities to 75,000 NOK.

e That the board will announce an extended general assembly about new initiatives at
the Oslo-Met conference 2023.

8. Website issues (Michael)

Michael presented the status on the work with the NERA website. There is a need for pro-
fessional help, but it should be made sure that the history of the association is preserved.



The network websites are very uneven in terms of quality and updates.

The board should be authorized to serve as administrators of the website to make updates
and corrections.

It was decided to proceed with getting professional help for migrating the website into a
new platform/format. Anette takes the lead with the support of the rest of the board. Mi-
chael will make a description of our needs for a new website. The initial economic frame is
set at 25,000 NOK.

9. Network issues (Gry)

Gry presented the status on the networks. Network 1, 3, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23 and 24
have submitted a network report. It is mandatory to submit a report to receive support
from NERA. There is a huge diversity in terms of size and activity level between the net-
works. It is important to recognise the work and effort done by the convenors.

There was a discussion about points for communication at the network meeting. Dead-
lines for submitting network reports, applying for NERA support and when a decision on
the applications will be communicated at the network convenor meeting (see minutes
from network convenor meeting).

The network convenor meeting will take place on Thursday, June 2", 11:45-12:45.

10. International collaborations (Eva, John)
a. EERA (Eva)

The new president of EERA will be Professor Marit Honergd Hoveid from NTNU.

There was a major discussion about the EERA stance on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine (see EERA website for details).

The next conferences will be Glasgow, UK (2023) and Nicosia, Cyprus (2024).

b. SERA & ESAI (Eva & John + see item 17)
John gave a status on the meetings and activities with SERA and ESAI:
e Regular meetings between NERA and ESAI as well as NERA and SERA
e Exchange of time slots at each other’s conferences
e Online event attendance
e Research and publication collaboration

The collaboration is very much driven by a pragmatic desire to connect research-
ers, but it is currently very much driven by individuals which makes the connections
and nature of the collaboration vulnerable.



It was decided to continue the collaboration with SERA and ESAI along existing
lines.

c. AERA (John)

John gave a status on the AERA link for NERA. No applications have been received
for the NERA slot at AERA. It is the first time that no application was received.

It was decided to have a special round for applications from the networks in order
to fill the NERA slot.

d. Otherissues?

No other issues were discussed.

LUNCH 12.30

11. NERA 2022: meeting the Iceland University conveners (13.15-13.45(?)):
a. Conveners present conference and issues to board

This item was cancelled due to unavailability of the Iceland convenors.

12. Review of Board plan for 2021 and discussion of Board plan for 2022-23 (John)

The board plan draft was discussed and approved (see appendix 12a and 12b)

13. NERA portfolio for the coming year (John)
a. Overview and status

John is stepping down as president and Michael will take over as president as rep-
resentative from Iceland. Anette Olin will take over as vice-president.

Eva is stepping down as representative for Sweden and Joacim Andersson (Malmg
University) will take over.

b. Expressions of interest
John will take over the position as international coordinator.
Gry will continue as network coordinator.

Christian will continue as secretary.



14. NERA Conferences
a. Iceland, June 1-3, 2022 (Michael)
b. Norway 2023, March 15-17, Oslo Metropolitan University (Gry & Ketil)
c. Sweden 2024, University of Malmo (Anette & Eva)

d. Finland 2025? (Monica & Piia)

15. Preparation of NERA General Assembly meeting (John)

The agenda of the GA was discussed, including the appointment of chairperson, secretary,
and controllers. Appointment of treasurer was added to the agenda.

16. Next meeting

The next meeting will take place at Oslo-Met on September 15-16 (noon to noon)

17. Meeting with SERA-colleagues for mutual exchange concerning status of NERA-SERA
collaboration (app. 20 minutes)

This item was cancelled due to unavailability of the SERA representatives.

18. Closing of the meeting.

John closed the meeting.

Piia af Ursin Anette Olin

Controller Controller



Nordic Studies in Education Editorial Meeting 2022-06-01 [9 — 10]

(Herner)

1. Issues 1 and 2 2022.

The first issue is called “pedagogy under pressure” initiated by Jens Erik Kristensen from
Aarhus University. The issue has very international contributors each relating to the theme.
In the wake of the special issue two newspaper articles have been written to promote public

engagement.
Issue 2 is a regular issue with five contributions.
2. Discussion: Pedagogikk as a network of NERA?

There was a discussion about pedagogy as a field and its current status in NERA. There is a
need for a debate in the NERA context about pedagogy and the Nordic dimension. It could
be a theme for the Annual Nordic Educational Conversation, and it could be considered to
have pedagogy as a theme — or part of a theme — for an upcoming NERA conference.

3. Two special issues (no 4 2022 and no 1 2023) with John B. Krejsler as guest editor. Status
and report.

The issues emerge from the Annual Nordic Educational Conversations. A call has been dis-
seminated and it was very well received sparking a great number of incoming abstracts. A
tough selection process followed.

The second issue has a focus on the manifestations of the Nordic dimension, some in com-
parative perspectives, looking among other things on recontextualizations.

4. Discussion: Should NERA work more systematically with the issue of the Nordic dimen-

sion?

There was a discussion about what can be done. The SERA and ESAI collaborations may be a
good opportunity to strengthen NERA’s work with the Nordic dimension.

5. The 3™ Annual Nordic Educational Conversation. Topic? Date? Who should we invite?
Who wants to take charge of this conversation?

A working group consisting of Herner, John and Christian was formed.
6. The Ahlstrom Award — the winner and the reason.
The winner is Frode Restad and it will be announced at the conference dinner.

7. Other



